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` SOME ADDITIONS TO A REVISION OF THE RUSINE DEER IN THE 
INDO-AUSTRALIAN ARCHIPELAGO | 
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1. On a small collection of deer heads from the Poso district (Celebes) ` 


Through the courtesy of Mr E. G. MONTEIRO of the Indonesian Fores- 
try Service, I have been able to examine a collection of fourteen deer heads, 
collected in the Poso district, Central Celebes. The heads were collected 
at the coast of Poso bay (Todjo; Uikuli; West of Malai; Mapane), inland 
near the Poso river (Pandiri) and one head near Poso lake (Tentena). 
Ten skulls were presented to the Museum Zoologicum at Bogor (Java), 
four heads have been retained in Mr MONTEIRO's private collection. Most 





Fig. 1. Two deer heads from Ulkuli, left with heavy influence of imported stock, 
right without influence of imported stock. Structure of antlers remarkably alike. 
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O DISTRICT (CENTRAL CELEBES) BY Mr E. G. MONTEIRO. 
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LECTED IN SUMBA BY Mr A M. R. WEGNER. 
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MEASUREMENTS OF FRONTLETS AND ANTLERS OF Rusa timorensis floresiensis (HEUDE) 
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skulls were complete, but without lower jaws. Part of the collection con- 
sisted of frontals and antlers with the rest of the skull cut away. 

I am extremely grateful to Mr MONTEIRO for the opportunity of 
making an additional examination of deer heads from Celebes, material 
from this island being rather scarce in the collection of our Museum 
during my last investigation of deer from the Indo-Australian Archipelago 
(Treubia 20, 1949, pp. 191-262). As I have pointed out before (l.c. pp. 
254-255), ‘Celebes is inhabited by a more or less autochthonous race of 
Rusine deer, Rusa timorensis macassaricus (HEUDE). Locally this original 
stock shows cross-breeding with the Javanese race, Rusa timorensis russa 
(MÜLL. & SCHLEG.), as most certainly is the case in the Minahassa district. 
A specimen from Minahassa, showing obvious traces of cross-breeding 
could be examined earlier (loc. cit.). 

Concerning the cross-breeding of original macassaricus with russa, 
the material collected by Mr MONTEIRO is most interesting. Most deer 
heads collected at the coast of Poso bay show traces of cross-breeding. 
Some specimens (Nrs M 10, 3818 Z.M.) show only a slight influence of 
imported stock, others are intermediate (3817 Z.M.) or very near typical 
russa (M4, M5). Of the two heads collected near Uikuli, one is very near 
russa, the other typical macassaricus. The antlers of both, however, are 
remarkably alike. This' again does prove the theorema that antlers only 
provide us with phenotypical characters. It seems rather important to 
stress this fact, because deer are often imported for improvement of 
antlers in a certain population. This seems to have no sense at all, because 
after a short time the stags will carry the antlers induced by environment. 
The best heads in the present collection are carried by stags which show 
only slight influence of imported stock. | 

The coast of Poso bay has been colonized largely by people from 
Minahassa and it is possible they brought deer from Minahassa to their 
new homes. This seems the more likely because the deer population from 
Pandiri at the Poso river is very uniform; it does not present any traces 
of eross-breeding and should be considered as pure bred macassaricus. 


o Ona collection of deer from Sumba 


During the Swiss-Netherlands Expedition to Sumba in 1949, under 
the leadership of Prof. Dr A. BUHLER, a collection of deer has been brought 
together by Mr-A. M. R. WEGNER. This collection consists of 5 skins and 
skulls, a skin without skull and 74 frontlets with antlers. I am very much 
- indebted to Mr WEGNER for the trouble taken in preserving the skins and 
bringing home this valuable material. | 
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In my previous work on the Rusine Deer, cited above, the deer from 
Sumba have been inserted in the race Rusa timorensis floresiensis HEUDE 
(Le. p. 240-247). However, material from Sumba was rather scarce at 
the moment of writing that revision, so the material which is now avail- 
able proved to be a most welcome addition t oour knowledge of the deer 
from the Lesser Sunda Islands. There cannot be the slightest doubt that 
Sumba deer do belong to floresiensis because the description formerly 
wiven of that race is entirely applicable to the present materiál. It is to 
be regretted that Mr WEGNER, who had to purchase every specimen from 
native hunters, had no opportunity to take any measurements of the body 
in the flesh. So the question had to be left unanswered again whether 
body measurements really are somewhat larger in Sumba than in the 
other islands inhabited by this race. 

Variation of populations. — There are some small differ- 
ences between the populations in Sumba regarding the development of 
antlers. The best antlers in the present series are those from Lindi Watju. 
There are hardly any abnormal specimens among that set. Antlers from 
Loko Jengo are mostly small, with a few exceptions. Often the p? is turned 
inward, poorly developed or lacking altogether. The well developed aritlers 
collected at Langaliru are striking because of their width. Among the 
present series there are no heads which are better than those brought 
home by Dr DAMMERMAN in 1925 (l.c. p. 246). , 

Biology. — As regards birth season, the present series contains 
a fawn, collected in October, which is presumably four months old. There 
are several antlers in velvet, collected in August, and some freshly swept 
antlers collected in the first days of December. But most antlers, each 
of which has been collected between August and December, are in more or 
less worn condition. 


